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1 Overseas Voting Act of 2013.
2 Batas Pambansa Blg. 881, as amended-

WHEREAS, the Commissi on En Banc, through Resolution No. "10776,
promulgated the Guideiines for Aecreditation of Mass Media Entities, Erection
observers or Monitors, and Civ society parkrers in connection with the Conduct of
Overseas Votin g for +Jrc 2022 National Elections overseas;

, WHEREAS, guidelines for accreditation of Mass Media Entities, Election
observers or Monitors, and Civil society parhrers are arso necessary for purposes of
the upcoming 2025 National Elections overseas;

WHEREAS, the Commission on Erections (.OMELEC), as the sole andpti-T{ government agency charged with the concruct of (onest, orderly and
peaceful elections has a substantial interest in maintaining the orderliness and
credibility of elections;

WHEREAS, accreditation shan ensure the integrity of individuals or groups
performing mefia and observer functions during the 

"le.tions;
WHEREAS, there is a need to increase the efficiency in the recording and

monitoring of grants of media and observer accreditation to avoid the prolifeltion
and spurious accreditation papers or media/ observer passes;

Now, THEREFORE, pursuant to the powers vested in it by the Constitution,
Republic Act No. 9189 as amended by Republic Act No. 10590r, the omnibus Erection
Code2, Republic Act No. 7166, and other election raws, the CoMELEC has
RESOLVED, as it hereby RESOLVES, to promulgate the following g,idelines:

sec. 1. Declaration of Policy. - rn the interest of transparency, all necessary and
practicable measures shall be adopted to allow the representation of .rutio.rd
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candidates and partyJist groups, accredited national politicar parties, accredited
citizens' arms, and non-goverrrrnent organizations to assis! and intervene in
appropriate cases, in all stages of the electoral exercise and to prevent any and a[
forms of fraud and coercion. [section 35, Ooerseas Voting Act of 20i3]

Nonetheless, transparency measures must be balanced with the mandate of the
COMELEC to ensure the orderly conduct of and accurate reporting of the 2025
National Elections overseas, subject only to conditions essential ?or thJ protection of
the electorate, COMELEC and Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA) personnel,
property, privileged information and integdty of the elections and compli'ance wl*r
the relevant health guidelines of the host counties.

Sec. 2. Scope. - This resolution shall apply to the following entities:

2'1. Mass Media Entities - refers to locar media, intemational media, and or other
media that intend to report on the conduct of the 2025 Nationar Elections
overseas. They are further defined in Section 4 of this Resolution.

2.2. civil society Partners or vorunteers - refers to overseas F ipino
communities, non-governmental organizations, civil society groups, as defined
in section 4 of this Resolution. The CoMELEC .ecognir"s tl.,e participation ofCivil society Partners or vorunteers in the conduct of voter inflrmauon
campaigns and information dissemination rerative to the overseas voting
period.

2.3- Election observers - refers to those who will be exclusivery observing or
monitoring for the conduct of the 2025 National Erections orr".rur" # th"
Philippine Foreign Service posts.

Sec. 3. Exclusion. - This Resolution shall not apply to the following:

3.1. Poll watchers and counsels representing political parties, national candidates,
and_ partyJist organizations that wilr be participiting in the conduct of the
2025 National Eiections overseas, as the guidelines foi trreir qualifications are
already provided in the Generar Instructions for the special Bioard of Election
Inspectors (SBEI) and Special Board of Canvassers (SBOC).

3.2. Mass media entities that intend to cover rhe 202s National and Local Elections
in the Philippines;

3'3. Domestic and intemational observers/monitors who will be conducting their
observation mission of the 12 May 2025 National and Local Elections iyithin
the Philippines; and

3.4. Personal/Private bloggers who present personar perspectives on topics ancl
issues.

Sec. 4. Definifion of Terms. - As used in this Resolution:

4-L. Local Media - refers to those who are engaged in news reporting on a locar
scale in a given count5z or territory. This incrudes media which operates in the
Philippines and will cover the conduct of the National Election overseas in the
Philippine Foreign Service posts.
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4.2, International Media - refers to those who are engaged in news reporting on
an intemational scale.

4.3.

4.6, Non-Government Organization -
organization that is neither part
conventional business establishment.

4.4

4.5.

other Media - refers to those engaged in other forms of journalism, including
but not limited to:

a. Opinion Writers
b. Bloggers employed by media entities
c. Documentary Film Makers
d. Feature Film Makers
e. Novelists, Playwrights, and other Creative Writers
f. Oriline Journalists
g. Communitylournaiists
h. Photo loumalists
i. Print foumalists
j. ProfessionalPhotographers
k. ProfessionalVideographers
1. Public Relations Practitioners
m. Radio Journalists
n. Screenwriters
o. Televisionlournalists
p. TelevisionProductions

Freelancers - refer to those who do not work full_time for a media company.
They may be hired from time to time by different media companies for certain
assignrnents ol work independently. They shalr qualify for accreditation only
under either of the following conditions:

a. They must be on_ assignment for a professionally_recognized
organization and the request for accreditation is made Uy tnat
organization. A freelancer may not request for accreditation on
behalf of the organization that he or she is representing.

b. They have previous accomplishments that are highly visible,
respected, and widely recognized.

overseas Filipino communify - refers to a group of Filipino residing or
working abroad whose members are organized due io their .o*-o.r regiJnal,
cultural, and historical hedtage, interests, occupation, or profession, etc.

refers to a non-profit philippine
of the Philippine govemment nor

4,7. Civil society Group or coarition - refers to an aggrupation of non-
government organization and institutions that represent the interests of
Philippine citizens and is independent of the philippine government.

4.8- Posts - refer to the Foreign service posts, or the philippine Embassies and
consulates General worldwide. For purposes of this Resolutiory it shall also
include the Manila Economic and Cultural Offices (MECOs) in Taiwan.

sec. 5- Conditions for Accreditation of Media Entities. - All individuals that fall
under the terms defined in Sections 4.1 to 4.5 of this Resolution must:
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5.1.. Abide by the basic
worldwide;

5.2.

5.3.

code of ethics practiced by professional joumalists

Be free from conflicts of interests, whether real or perceived, that wouldinterfere with the fair and accurate reporting of news or stories; and

Comply with the Rules of Cond.uct provided in section 14 of this Resolution.

Sec. 6. Conditions for Accreditation of Election Observers/\4onitors. - AI1
tron exclusiaely as election

individuals seeking accreditation under this Resolu
obsertters or monitors must:

6'l' Have bona fide intention to observe or monitor the erectoral activities of the
2025 National Elections overseas;

6.2. Be free from any poriticar, economic, or other conflicts of interests that wourdinterfere with the conduct of an impartiar election observation missiory and

6'3' Comply with the Rules of Conduct provided in section 14 of this Resorution.

sec. 7. Qualifications for civ society partners or vorunteers, - All individuatswho intend to seek accreditation ur .i,r, society partners or vorunteers of theCOMELEC and the DFA in the conduct of ouurrua" ,rbti.,g arrirrg the 2025 NJonaIElections must be:

7'1. Filipino citizens, including duar citizens who have re-acquired their ph ippinecitizenship under the_Citizenship Retention and Re-a&uisition a"t oizoog(Republic Act No. 9225);

7.2. Strictly non-partisan and impartial during the overseas voting period;

7.3. Not supported by or under the influence of any foreign govemment or any ofits agencies and instrumentalities, or any foreigner, *h"*r", a natural orjuridical person; and

7.4. Comply with the Rules of Conduct for Civ society partners provided under
Section 15 of this Resolution.

sec-' 8' General Requirements for Accreditation. - Ar incrividuar entities, groups
1{- "jqrj"gons subject of Resolution, must submit the followingdo.r^".,t'io tt,uCOMELEC, through the philippine Embassy or Consurate, incLaing tt",. tvturrituEconomic and cultural offices (MECos) rn Taiwan, with juriscliction over thearea/host country where they intend to cover:

8'1' Accomplished Accreditation Apprication Form, using the prescribed form
attached to this Resolution as Annex,,A,,;

8.2. Two (2) photographs measyring 2 inches by 2 inches or 5 cm. by 5 cm.,
recently taken in the last six (6) months;

8.3. An endorsement letter from the organization they are representing;

8'4' For mass media entities, an endorsement from the appropriate officer of thenewspaper compan, television station, radio statiory intemet company,
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broadcast entity, or film distributor which employs the applicant or has
committed to air, distribute, or commission the work; and

8.5. In the case of freelancers, a valid assignment retter from the bona fide mediaorganization for which the freelancer is on assignment or proof '.r r,irlrr*previous accomprishments that are highly visible, respected, and wiiely-
recognized.

Endorsements from any person other than those mentioned above sharl not behonored; Provided, that the application of freelancers *ho;-;;;;io*
accompliqfunsnts are higtrly visible, respected, and widery recognir"a .,""i-.roi t"endorsed.

sec. 
.9. 

Filing and Approvar of Apprications for Accreditafion. - AII accreditationapplications may be filed_ personany or erectronically through ur" ofii.a 
"*arla{{re.ss of- the Philippine Embassy or Consulate, including the MECOs in Taiwan,with iurisdiction in the area/country where the applicantJ intend to p".ro.,,.-,t,"i.

duties.

The Commissi on En Banc hereby deregates its authority to approve accreditationapplications under this Resolution to the Heacts of posts.

sec' 
.10. 

Period for Filing Application for Accreditation. - posts shal be alowed tocontinue accepting applications for accreditation unfiI 05 April 2025.

Media entities, erection observers, and civil society parhrers/vorunteers who have notyet been accredited cannot enjoy the privileges gruot"a to them until after theirapplications for accreditation have been app.oriea oJy tfr" Heads of posts.

S"::- T. Notice of Approved Applications for Accreditafion. _ For purposes ofnotifying the public of the duly accredited mecria entities, election obs"*'".s, urrdvolunteers, Posts sha[ publish on their officiar websites, the names of the mediaentities, election observers or monitors, ancr civil society partners or volunteers theyhave granted accreditation to including the names of the organizations theyrepresent. Publication in the official websiies of approved applicatiJn must be macrewithin forty-eight ( 8) hours from approval.

within-three (3) days from the end of the period for firing apprications, the Heads ofPosts shall submit the rist of accredited media entities, Ju.uo' observers, and civirsociety partners/volunteers to the COMELEC_OFOV through the DFA_OiS,

sec' 12. Issuance of certificate of Accreditation and Access passes. - upon approvarof the application, the successfur applicant for accreditation shall be issued aCertificate of Accreditatio4 using the piescribed form attached to this Resorution as

1**.,.8", duly signed by the Head o] post. For ease of identification and access tothe polling and/or canvassing centers, the accreclited applicants shall also be issued,i 1::":r Pass, using the prescribed form attached to thii Resolutio., as Annex ;C,,,
with their-names, photographs, and rore (Media, observer, or volunteer). Certificatesof Accreditation and Access passes must be claimed personally 

".' ,hr;;;; ,"authorized representative at the posts.

The Certificate of Accreditation and Access pass shan be strictly non-kansferabre andvalid only for the purpose for which it was issued.
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Access Passes shall be wom prominently when covering or observing any officialele-ltion activity that is open to the public, especiallyi in places a?ri-g;i"a *polling/voting centers and canvassing ce-nters.

Improper use of the Certificate of Accreditation and Access pass or any use thereofnot in accordance with these guidelines, shalr be considered aluse of theaccreditation and carries the penalty of summary revocation.

Sec. 13. Opposifion to Approved Accred.itations. _ Any interested party may file awitten opposition to the approved accreditations witirin five (s) 
'aays r.J* tnupublication of the notice made by posts pursuant to section 11 of this Resorution.written oppositions must cite *y of the fonowing grounds and be dulysubstantiated with supporting docurrrents:

13.L. Applicant has a previous derogatory record;

13.2. Applicant does not meet any of the concritions and qualifications provided
under Sections 5 to 7 of this Resolution;

13.3, Applicant misrepresented his/her credentials and qualifications;

13'4' Applicant submitted spurious or falsified documents to support his/herapplication for accreditation; or

13,5. Applicant provided false information in his/her application form.

oppositions shall be f ed with the posts and shal be transmitted to the office for
!ve1s;3s V_oting (OFOV) 

To"gl the 
fFA-OVS, Oppositions may be fited directly tothe Office for Overseas Voting v1a emait to ,-.,tqi.i:,1,.1,1,i,rr.,1:.1.g1r i-,,1.

oppositions received by the oFoV sharl be immediately transmitted to the oFov_C^ommissioner-in-Charge for resorution/decision. For this purpose, *re orov-cIcnas tne sole power to grant or deny an accreditation based on the above-statecl
grounds.

The oFov-CIC's resorutiorr of the written opposition sha[ be transmitted by theOFOV, through the DFA-OV$ to the concerned post" a" soo., as possible.

sec' 14. Rules of conduct for the Media Entities and Election observersA{onitors.- All accredited media entities and erection observers/monitors shar ouru*" tt 
"following rules of conduct:

74'l' Respect the authority of the CoMElEC-deputized persor'rer at posts
designated to serve as members of the special erectorar boards, i.,.rrafurg
Posts' personnel who are tasked to maintain the safety ,"a ,"*rrty oi tfr"
areas designated as polling/voting and canvassing centeis;

14'2' rmmediately identify themserves by prominentry dispraying the issued Access
Pass at all times wh*e covering or obierving electioniciviies and events;

14'3' s+ictly 
Somply with the pubric hearth and safety protocors required in thepolling/voting/canvassing centers;
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14'4' uphold the ballot secrecy rule at ar times. videos or photos of votersaccomplishing their ballots in such a manner that woutd ."rua *r"i, ,ro,"" *"stricfly prohibired;

14.5. Respect the privary of the electorate. Consent of voters in any photogaphs orvideos wherein voters are clearly identifiabre must-be 
""*rl"J"i?i"i'" ,r.,"photographs or videos are publicly broadcasted, aired, or printed; 

_."-

1'4'6' Maintain professionalism,_ impartiarity, and objectivity in the furfilment oftheir objectives. The accreditation of media entities and erection observers shallbe summarily revoked ancl their access passes confiscated if Ur"y iarre Ue"r.,fouad to have engaged or participated in the following unlawfuI 
"l,i"i,i*,

a' Any behavior deemed obstructive, disruptive of the conduct of voting,counting, or canvassing, such a, but not limited to, conducting
interviews inside the polling place or canvassing centery doine live
social mert.ia 

"t :11, inside thepolling place or .ui"ur.irrg .".r-t"-ri, *a
other similar activities.

b. Engaging in partisan political activities, which refers to acts desisned topromote the election or defeat of a particular candidate o, 
"u.,iiJu,"r.This incrudes any behavior intendei b undury influence tr,r" .r,"i.. 

"rvoters. Examples of these activities or behaviors include the airt iirrtro.,of campaign materials, swaying o. ioflue.rcir,g voters to speak for or
against any candidate, and othei similar actions.

c. Refusal to sr,!6i1 to the authority of the special electoral board
members of the voting centers or canvassing ceniers where the erectoral
activities are being conducted.

14'7' Media entities and erection observers must strive to ensure that any public
exchange of information must be accurate, fa*, and thorough. ff,o* iorLra tobe responsible for spreading disinformation or fake new"s shall have theiraccreditation summarily revoked; and

14.8. Election observers/monitors may submit to the COMELEC, through the posts
and the DFA-OVS, a copy of their election observation report.

sec' 15. Rules of conduct for Civil society parfners or vorunteers. - Ar Accreditedcivil society partners or volunteers shall:

L5'1' Be under the supervision and control of the CoMELEC or the COMELEC-
deputized officers and personnel at posts performing election-rerated duties;

15.2. Assist in organizing, managing, or operating the voting/polling centersincluding fietd and. mob,e voting a&vities und"r th" 
"srpe*#io., 

a.ddirection of the members of the special election boards;

15.3. Coordinate the activities of other NGos and private organizations for thepxrpose of ensuring free, honest, orderly, fa*, and sale conduct of theelections;
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't5.4.

15.5.

15.6.

Assist the COMELEC and the posts in voter education campaigns to informregistered overseas voters on where and how to cast their votes and othervoter education campaign;

Strictly be non-partisan and impartial during the overseas voting period; and

Maintain professionarism at a[ times in the performance of their vorunteerduties.

Sec. L6. Summary Revocation of Accreditafion. _ All accreditations granted by Postsunder this Resolution must be summaril y revoked and the correspond lng AccessPasses confiscated by the Electoral or Canvassing Board Chairpers on in case of:

16.3.

16'1' Any violation of the Rures of Conduct as stated in sections 14 and 15 of thisResolution;

16'2' Any disruptive behavior exhibited by the horder of the Access pass; and

Any misconcluct which may include, but not limitecl to:a. B-reach or attempt tobreach the ,".*.i 
"l ,fr" Urff.,.b. Knowingly obstructing electoral proceedings.

c. Asking the electorate about their voting pr"eferences under the guise ofconducting a survey.
d. Engaging in partisan political activities.

The summary revocation of the accreditation, confiscation of access passes, andremoval of the individuars concerned from the voting or canvassing center sha, be

:T::rilf" 
Minutes of Voting or Canvassing, inctu&ng tr,," gror.,?, ?o;;,;"ry

sec' 1'7' Privileges of Accredited Media Entities and Erection observers. - Duryaccredited media entities and erection observers shal be aflowed to observe theconduct of National Erections overseas subject to such condition, 
""- 

rr,ry u"necessary for the protection of the electorar boara+ property, privileged information,integrity of the elections, 
.and compliance with ti" i_,"aif,'u,..a ,if"ty gr;;_".imposed by the host countries.

ln case of limitations in space of the voting or canvassing center, posts may limit thenumber of media entities and erection obslervers in the premises. posts should airowat least two (2) media entities and two (2) erection obr"*e., at the minimum to avoicrthe,impression or perception thut u 
"pecifi. 

muaiu 
"nlty or erection ouru,.,,u, i" gir"r,exclusive and sole access to the pollirig or canvassing center.

*" 18' validity of the Accreditation for Media Enfities, Erection observers orMonitors and civil societ5r partners or volunteers. - The accreditatio., gr*i"a tomedia entities, election observers or monitors and civ society partne* o. ior,r.*"",uader this Resolution shalr be varid from the date of approvar of the application bythe Heads of Posts until the end of the overseas voting period.

sec' 19' Effectivity. - This Resolution shafl take effect immediately upon its postingin the COMELEC website and in two (2) newspapers ot general circu.lation in thePhilippines.
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sec' 20. Dissemination and publication. - The oFov shal fumish a copy of thisResolution to the office of the president, the office of the press secretary, theDepartment of Foreign Affairs, the ph,ippine Informarion eg"".lr- ,*.iira"acitizens' arms, and other parties that have expressed interest i"iu..."aituuo., ro.overseas voting

The DFA - overseas voting secretariat shall furnish copies thereof to all ph ippine
Foreign Service Posts, including the MECOs in Taiwan.

The CoMELEC Education and InJormation Deparknent shal fumish a copy of thisResolution to mass media entities with overse-as correspondents o, op".utio., u.rdshall also cause the publication of this Resolution.

So ORDERED,

GEORGE ERWIN M. GARCIA
Chairmnn

SOCORRO B. INTING
Commissioner

AIMEE P. FEROLINO
Commissioner

ERNESTO FERDINAND P. MACEDA, JR.
Commissioner

MARLON s. CASQUEIO
Cotnmissioner

REY E. BULAY
Commissioner

NELSON J. CELIS
Commission-er

CERTIFICATION

APPROVED for publication, November 20, 2024.

B OLAC
Director IV

Office of the Commission Secretary

This Resolution can be verified at this number (02)gs2729g7; emair address
comsec@comelec. gov.ph.




